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and other Meetings, deputed to N. 


e e AILOINY 1753. N 


FRIENDS, 


brief —— ſufferings, in order that 


hand; a true account of ſome matters; c. wherein I and 

8. have not been truly repreſented; and therefore have 
taken this method to anſwer the end I intend thereby. 

» the ſecond month, called April 1743, I was nene 

appear before two juſtices, to ſhew cauſe \ I refuſed 


| by pay — Fobn Ti parſon of Chelmsford, in £/ex, eight 
i Thad bog 
A_ at the place*therein mentioned; but the ſaid juſtices, 


who granted the ſummons, not being there, I ſubmitted to 
be examined, and to make my defence before two other 


t and then occupied in the ſaid pariſh and county. 


| Jullices, which I apprehended I was not obliged to by la. 
| Jn! parſon, although preſent, was not callee upon by the 


faid juſtices; neither did he, or any perſon. on his behalf, 
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has been in- S , 
the fociety pretty generally may ſee from under my own 


per amum, for tythe of the free- hold windmill, Se. 
of appearance named in tiis ſaid ſummons, I 


whilſt 1 was preſent, attempt to prove that he had any legak 
or cuſtomary right to make any ſuch or other nen | 


K 


| „ 

And whereas the ſaid juſtices ſeemed, by their. conduct and 
: proceedings againſt me, rather willing to hear what I had to 
I ſay for myſelf, and againſt the parſon's demand, than to 
| Ip, examine into the truth and juſtice of the ſaid complaint, and 


to proceed thereon accordingly, purſuant to the law in ſuch 

caſes made and provided; I willingly anſwered any reaſonable 
_ queſtion they put to me relating. thereto ; I alſo declared, 
' that I did not know or believe there was any law to ſup- 
1 port his demand; and if they could produce any from 
Mailliam the conqueror, down to the preſent time, I defired 
1 « they would,“ (for I was ready to ſubmit to the law, viz. 
f paſſively, if I could not actively; ) and I further urged the opi- 
. nion of lord chief juſtice; Cote, and others, in my defence. 
Notwithſtanding, as I ſaid before, the parſon, nor any perſon on 

his behalf, were either called upon, or attempted to prove the 
1 truth and juſtice of his complaint, the ſaid juſtices drew up an 

| 


adjudication againft me, and, after reading .it over to me, 
ſigned it, and told me, it would be ſerved upon me in a 
« little time; and if I. did not comply with the contents 
| „ within ten days after, that then they ſhould grant a wartant 
1 << to levy the contents by diſtreſs on my goods, &c.” How- 
- ever, the ſaid adjudication. was never ſerved, and therefore, of 
: - Courſe, no warrant could, or did, iſſue to levy, Sc. 
4 About two years after theſe proceedings, the - ſaid Jabs 
I Tindall procured, or cauſed me to be excommunicated, for a 
1 contempt in not appearing at an eccleſiaſtical court held in 
[| the pariſh worſhip-houſe of Chelmtford on the nineteenth day 
| of the ſecond month, called April, 1745, as may appear by 
copy of the proceedings of the ſaid court, to which court I 
never had any legal or equitable notice or citation to appear, 
nor any manner of notice whatever, whereby I might or could 
know of it, although I lived but about a ſtone's throw from 
the place where the ſaid court was held. i 
Acſter the excommunication, the biſhop of London, in the 
wonted manner and aſſurance, without any foundation of 
truth, (after he had formally and in a cajoling manner ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the king) ſets forth, that I had been 
< lawfully and peremptorily cited, &c. and three times pub- 
<« lickly called to appear at the aforeſaid court, to anſwer the 
* aforeſaid John Tindall, in a cauſe of ſubſtraction of tythe or 
<« tythes; and that I had contumaciouſly abſented myſelf, 
& and for my manifeſt contumacy had been decreed ſo, and 
* excommunicated, and prayed the king to ftretch forth his 
4 ſecular power to impriſon me, until I ſhould make ſatis- 
4 faction for the injury, c. done to holy church, Cc.“ 
| Ae Whereupon 
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Whereupon a writ de apply b ene iſſaed out of 
„ directed to Peter Du Cane, Eſq; high ſheriff f 
the county of Eſſex, to take and impriſon me, until ſuch ſa- 
tisfaction ſhould be made. Purſuant thereto, he directed his 
warrant to William Sex, one of his bailiffs, who executed 
the ſame on the twenty eighth of the ninth month, 17453 
and thereupon I became a clofe priſoner on the firſt of the 
tenth month th following, and continued ſo for four years fix: - 
months and about fifteen days. At the expiration thereof, I 
was, by a writ of habeas corpus, brought before a judge of the. 
king's bench, and by bim commmitted into the cuſtody of the 
marſhal of the king's bench priſon, for want of bail, and con- 
tinued in cuſtody: of the-marſhal in the ol priſon about ten 
weeks; about which time John Sherwin, George Wigg, and 
myſelf, ſigned a bond, &c. of (I think) fifty pounds per 
man, as a ſecurity to the marſhal, for the liberty of the 
rules of the ſaid priſon for me; at the ſame. time Jabs 
Sherwin paying to Jahn Chapman, marſhal-deputy, fix pounds 
and fix pence.: Within ſome part or other of the ſaid rules 1 
have ever ſince contioued, unleſs out upon day-rules, Cc. 
and now remain a priſoner, for the aforeſaid pretended ny, 
or cauſes, and no other in law whatſoever. 
About two months after my imprifonment began, ik wis. 
a motion made, and ſome proceedings thereon in the court of 
king! s bench, in order to obtain my, diſcharge. for ſame error 
or illegal procedure; 'but it did not ſucceed, for what reafon- 
T could neyer learn or: be informed of, although I have: la- 
boured much after it. . 
About one year after the ſaid motion, appli ication was made. 
in for my difchargg,'-to the lord chancellor by petition, 
rein was ſet forth, in ſligh the villainous proceedings 
of the parſon and biſhop's court, to get me excommunicated, 
and in obtaining the king's writ for my impriſonment ;. but, as 
I was informed, the chancellor declared,. as my caſe was then. 
circumftanced, he could not relieve me. 
In Trinity-term, 1751, I cauſed the court of king? $ „ bench 
tp be moved to admit me to bail, as it, appeared by the com- 
mitment of one of the judges of the ſaid court, that 1 was 
committed into the cuſtody of the marſhal of the king's bench 
priſon, fer want of bail only in the aforeſaid caſe. Notwith= . TN | 
ftanding, (as I am informed by the perſon who acted as my 
attorney) the court would not admit me to bail, and that the 
judge, who committed me into the marſhal cuſtody for | 
Want of bail, denied the commitment to be bis. 
. During the time between my being excommunicated, and 
; = taken up by the writ de excommunicato cupiendo, 
A 2 | which 
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which was about ſeven months, the parſon's proctor, eln 
Hammond, came to me, and told me, ** that the, parſon 
would forgive all that was paſt, and pay the charges, and 
did not know whether he ſhould ever aſk or demand any 
more tythe for the mill, provided I would acknow 'P 
„ under my hand-writing that tythe was due for the mill.“ 
anſwered to this effect, * that as I did not believe there wete- 
, any; but rather was ſatisfied, there was no tythe due for - 
46 the mill, I would not ſet my hand to any ſuch acknowledg» 
4 ment.“ = e 
The parſon ſometime in the aforeſaid of time offered 
to give me one guinea to go to any counſel of note I thought 
proper, and ſtate the cafe (as to the demand of tythe) 
him, and if he ſaid no tythe was due for the mill, he 
have none; and if he ſaid there was, I ſhould pay it. I did 
not accept of his offer for divers reaſons. However, he took 
a an opportunity to ſpeak to Stepben Levett, ſenior, concerning 
ai me,, and of his being unwilling to ſend me to gaol, and ſaid, 
f << God forbid he ſhould ;* tolling him further of the offer _ 
| he had made to me, as aforementioned. Stephen Levett ap- 
| proved of it, by ſaying, . he thought he had offered me very 
9 4 fair.“ He alſo ſaid to the parſon, “that I did not make 
4 matter of conſcience in or abqut paying of tythe, for if I 
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bh 


{| « did; the ſociety would ftand by me; but, as I did not, they 

ft « would have nothing to do with me.“ He alſo told me, 

| [ | « that he thought the parſon had offered me very fair in the 

4 aforeſaid propoſah and, as. I did not make matter of 

| I conſcience about paying tythes, I was a villain or rogue 

IS c if I did not accept of it.. | . 
The fame morning that I was taken into cuſtody by virtue 

of the writ de encommunicuto capiendo, I was preſſed by the 

officer very much to go to the parſon, ſaying, that per- 
& haps he would not let me go to gaol.” I conſented to it, 
amd did go with him purely upon bis requeſt, and to prevent 
any perſon's taking umbrage, or reflecting afterwards, in caſe ! 
Had refuſed to go. ä 7 * " 

When we came to the parſon's houſe, and after waiting 

about a quarter of an hour, the parſon came forth of his. 
houſe ; wher-upon the bailiff ſtepped up to him, and follow». 
ing him, he ſaid, ** fir, I have brought my neighbour Littelk 
© to you, Se,” The parſon then ſaid to me, “ well, 
friend John, what have you got to ſay to me? I an- 
fwered, I have nothing to fay, for I can ſay no more thay - 

% have ſaid; having, during the time from my excommu- 
nicauon and being taken into cuſtody, had ſeveral opportuni- 
Ap. | 3 en Moe” 


4 28-00 
ties of converſing. with him, and be with me. He ſaid, ** he 
_ $5; would have ſome ſatisfaction. I told him, I could give- 
„him no mote- than I had done.” Then he (aid, “ if 1 
* would acknowledge, under my hand- writing, that there 
was tythe due for the mill, I ſhould not go to gaol. Ian» - 
ed, that as I did believe, and was pretty well aſſured 
«© that there was no tythe due by law, c. I would not ſet 
<< my hand to any ſuch acknowledgment, let the conſequence 
<< be what it would; and I further ſaid, if be could re- 
© .concile his actions and conduct towards me with His pre- 
<« tenſions or profeſſion, he muſt proceed as he thought fit.” 
To which he tartly and with ſome warmth ſaid, it I had. 
<< not ſent you to gaol for this, I would for ſomething elſe, for 
would have given my brother Pocklington orders in twa 
de or. three weeks to put you into the exchequer. | Where» 
upon we parted, and Fr with the bailiff to his houſe, 
Aſter having been there one hour or more, Jobn Banks, iron- 
momger of Chelmsford, and grandſon of Fobn Banks, for- 
metly of Cumberland, came to me and ſaid, © the parſon 
* called at his houſe on horſeback, and defired him to 
« come to me, and let me know, that if I would, acknow- 
<6 ledge under my hand-writing, that tythe was due for the 
5 mill, he would pay all the expence, I ſhould not go to gaol, | 
„ and he would never demand any more ye of me for the 
mik.“ I told him, that it was much the ſame propoſal 
5. he had made by his proctor John Hammmd ſome months 
ago, and which he had made to me in the morning him- 
<< ſelf, and therefore the ſame anſwer I made them I ſhould 
% make to him, and that was, whereas I did not believe, 
and was pretty well aſſured, there was not any ty the due 
for the mill, I would not ſet my hand to any ſuch ac- 
* knowledgment, let the conſequence be what it would.“ 
He replied, * he thought it was a fair propoſal, and he 
thought I was obſtinate to refuſe it, and ſo-left me. 
About Midſummer, 17 46, and about ſeven months after 
my impriſonment, the ſaid John Tindall, by a deed of gift, 
made by Elia. Herris, ſpinſter, of the pariſh of St, George 
the martyr, in the county of Middleſex, of two ſmall par- 
dels of land lying in the county of Aſſex, was impowered to 
receive the rents and profits of the ſame, upon ſpecial truſt and 
confidence that he ſhould, on the twenty fourth of the tenth 
month following, and on the ſame day in every year, during 
his life, diſtribute the whole produce, if it did not exceed the 
annual ſum of five pounds, to and amongſt the poor debtors 
conboed in Ginny gx, in the county of Le., Pr: 
" 113 how & A 3 | ſuant 
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mant to which truſt, the ſaid Fob Tindall came to diſtribute 


the faid* gift to the debtors aforeſaid," at which time the 
gaoler ſent for me into the yard, and ſaid, that Mr, Tinda!! 
_ *© aſked him how his neighbour Littell- did, and was ſorry 1 
Was not entituled to any part of the ſaid money; but had 
«* ſent me half a crown out of his ow] pocket, and at the 
ſame inſtant tendered it to me. I anſwered, I could not 
receive it, for he ought firſt to right tie where he had 
4 wronged me, before he pretended to be charitable; for it 
was an old and true ſaying, a man ought to be juſt before 
© he is benevolent.” “ = "014, Bd, ien: 
2 Thrice during my confinement in Chelmsford gaol, parſon 

mmgall ſent for me, and talked about diſcharging me. The 
firſt time he ſaid, he was willing to diſcharge me, and to 
<Entribute five pounds towards it in any way or manner 1 
« or my friends ſhould adviſe.” I anſwered, he might do 
< jt if he was minded.“ - He aſked me, how?“ I told 
him, by giving the gaoler a diſcharge.” He replied, “ he 
4 apprehended it could not be done by reaſon' of ſatisfaction 
© not being made for the contempt, excommunication, c.“ 
J gave him my reaſons why I thought it might, and added; 
<< that if my impriſonment was not ſatisfaction enough, he 
„ muſt keep me longer,” He intimated as if I ſhould give 


the eccleſiaſtical cout ſeturity to obey its order, Cc.) 


At the ſecond time of ſending for me, he told me, “ he was 
© very willing to diſcharge me, if any way could be found 
„ gut whereby it might be done.” As. I remember I an- 
< ſwered him, *© 1 had told or pointed out a way to him 
c when he was laſt with me, whereby it might be done, 
but he rejected it. I faid further, & that he and James Lucas, 
« deputy regiſter, knew that I was not legally cited to ap- 
t pear, and therefore it could not be called properly a con- 
< tempt” of the ſaid court.“ Why, ſays he, you were 
c cited as other perſons are.” I anſwered, I was not; 
ac for the notice I had ſerved upon me was without any date 
of month or year, to appear the third day after I ſhould 
«© be ſerved therewith, if a court-day, otherwiſe on the 
xc court-day next following. I did appear the third day after 
cc receipt of the ſaid notice, purſuant thereto; and no court 
© was or could in law be held that day, being the day called 
% Fafter Sunday, and when the next court-day was, I could 
& not find out, although I had enquired.” He ſtill infiſted 
upon it to be a good or lawful - citation, and ſuch they uſually 


© Yerved upon all other perſons. | I replied, it was for 


; bad ſeveral citations in my cuſtody, wherein ĩt 5 
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t the perſons had notice of the year, month, day of be 
** month, and hours of the day, in which they were to ap- 4% 
* year, but mine wanted all theſe. | Neither did they ſerve |» 
% any ſuch proceſs as mine was, except when they had a 
'« mind to make a perſon comply with their arbitrary or unjuſt 
« demands, or, elſe fall à ſacrifice to their reſentment for not 
* complying,” I further ſaid to him, (being fully perſuaded 
in my own mid at that ſame time, that James Lucas, and \ 
the parſon were conſcious to themſelves of the illegality and 
unjuſtneſs of their proceedings againſt me ;) * that however 
1 „ he and my neighbour Lucas, during health, ſtrength, c. 
'< having a ſufficiency of this world, may ſay and make 
4 people believe, (viz. that their proceedings were legal and 
fjuſt againſt me ;) yet I'was firmly perſuaded, if they upon 
& their dying-beds ſhould enjoy their ſenſes, neither of them 
« could lay his hand upon his-breaſt, and ſay, they had not 
« uſed me ill. Upon which; the parſon was ftruck filent 
for fome ſpace of time; after breaking filence, he ſaid, I 
4 cannot but confeſs, friend Jabn, that you were not equi- 
«© tably cited.” Then, replied 1, „ wherefore was I ex- 
„ communicated, and ſent to priſon to lie thus long, (near 
e three years) my trade ruined, my wife and family reduced 
to poverty, Cc.“ Inſtead of making me any anſwer, he 
would haye entered upon the matter he pretended to come 
upon, vis. my diſchargey but as, he gave me no anſwer to 
my reply to bis (I believe honeſt and fincere) confeſſion of 
my not being cy Oy I faid to him, if he had no- 
E thing elſe to ſay to me, I had nothing further to ſay to 
% him.“ So I left bim + ce * 1 
At the Midſummer ſeſſions, 1748, one John Wright, who 
had been excommunicnted, and impriſoned two years and 
upwards, for 'a pretended contempt, in not appearing: (after 
the ſame manner I was) to anſwer the wardens of the pariſh 
of Halfted, ſor not paying their tate or rates, when in fact 
there was none due, 22 ing no rate, neither had there | 
been any made for ſorhe yelrs þaſt) was, by uittuꝶ bf the hen 
act of inſolvency, brought to the ſaid ſeſſions, Und by | che '\ 
majority of the juſtices there preſent, thought to be within 
the meaning thereof, therefore they diſcharged him; not- 
- withſtanding John Tindall ſtrongly oppoſed it; but after He 
found himſelf not able to hinder it, and Fright being dif- 
charged. he ſaid to him, Friend Fright, I am glad:you 
s are diſcharged; and I would have you tell my friend Littell, 
J would bave him take the benefit of the act next ſeffions ; 
„ and tell him, if he does not, I will make him: The plain l 
2 . 5 $94 4-5 4 «Wk a! 424. 0 3 Engliſh \ | 
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„ I refuſed, as the following 


„ my room.“ * She went away, and preſently returned, and 


1 


| YL; $ ) 
Tas of inhich he would endeavour to hang me, ns 
information plainly on yo 
not- long after, I was ng. that Tindall, py am 
bowls upon the bowling-green, ſhould ſay to ſome 


. companions, ©* that he would make me take the ne of bi 


& the act, or elſe he would hang me.” I think I bid the 
bearer of the news tell him from me, © it was not iu the power 


of him and all the clergy in England, either to compel m 


< to take the benefit of the act, nor yet to hang me.“ 
However, his conduct all along, notwithſtanding his many 
Judas- like ſpeeches, has demonſtrated, he hath — only en- 

deavoured, but hath diſtreſſed me and my family, in ſuch a 
manner as may more fully, ſometime hereaſter, be declared 


| and: made publick, with the abominable vile ulags, fraud, nnd 


extortion of the gaoler, c. &c. Sc. 

About .one week after the following Michaelmas (cifions, 
Parſon Tindall one morning came to 15 gaol, whilſt I was 
at breakfaſt, and went into the gaoler's apartment, where he 
uſed'to ſend for me at the times before-mentioned. The 
gaoſer's ſervant- maid came and told me, ** there was a en. 
<'tleman in the little parlour wanted to ſpeak with me, = 
aſked ber who it was?” She ſaid, ** ſhe could not tell. 
I defired her to tell the perſon, & that if be had any buſineſs _ 
<< with me, I defied he would be pleaſed to come tp * 


ſaid to me, it is Mr. Tindall ; de is in the little parlour, 
© and deſires to ſpeak with you.“ I ſaid to her, 228 

c from me, my room is clean, and if he will come up to me, 
I am ready to hear what he has to ſay : but if he does not 
6 chooſe to come up to me, I will come down into the com- 
„ mon-hall to him ; but I will not eome to him into the 
« houſe, or ales 's apartment.” Some little ſpace after, ſhe 
came and ſaid. Mr. Tindall was now in the hall, and de- 
« fired I would go down to him, which I immediately did; 
where being come, I ſaw the parſon and about twelve ar 


more debtors, &c, He accoſted me after this manner, 


„Well, friend Jahn, though you would not come to me, I 


t am come here to wait upon you. What is the matter you 


6 will not come out of gaol? Why don't you take the bene- 


1 fit of the act? I ſaid, the act did not concern me, or 


reach my caſe. Why, your caſe and Maſter Hright's, 
regliad he, are all one: and he bas got his diſcharge by the 
44, and I would: have you get yours by it.. My caſe 
4 and his, I ſaid, differ d. He faid, ©* no; for his was 


. 4 for a contempt in not appearing, and ſo is yours. I have 


« made 
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4 made foe progreſs io the ſhidy of, and taken up ſome.de= 
« orce in the laws, and therefore I ought to know how it is. A 
He then deſired I would tell him wherein hey differed ; which 
Ideclined, (not knowing but the time mighi come, that I ſhould - 
have more occaſion to do it in my on defence, than at that time, 
in caſe he ſhould be as wicked to purſue bis threats, as he had 
been to cauſe me to be unjuſtly excommunicated and imptiſon- 
ed, Cc.) and told him, if be did not know better, he ought.” 
I likewiſe reminded him of his threatning to make me take the 
benefit of the act, or elſe he would hang me; which laſt 5 
he deny'd. [With much the ſame modeſty, be once un- ws 
| dertook to juſtify profane ſwearing in ſome caſes, when one 
of his pariſhioners reprov'd him for ſwearing at a huntſman, 
beaauſe he came after his hounds into ſome land he had hired, 
and did farm, over and above his glebe.] So perceiving his 
intentions to be the ſame as before, viz. to endeavour to per- 
ſuade me to accept or obtain a diſcharge, in ſuch a manner 
as he might come off with applauſe; or, at leaft, be and the 
eccleſiaſtical court might come off without the imputation of 7 
the abominable and ſcandalous ꝓractice they uſed, to cauſe me 
to be impriſoned, c. I withdrew, .. il. Goah 
About Midſummer, 1749, Themas Reynalds, the gaoler, 
„ he would give me a diſcharge that day, or the next, 11 | 
„would give him one; and he would give me from under 
66 his hand that be would never take any tythe for the mill.“ 
My father anſwered, ** Mr. Tindall does not ftand in need of ' - 
* 2 diſcharge from my fon, if his proceedings are right. 
« What | does Mr. Tindall queſtion whether he has doge 
<« right to my ſon, that he wants a diſcharge from him? He 
« ſurely need not be afraid of him, if they are right.“ 
About two months after, Fo/;, Beſſe, ſenior, and the aforeſajd 
Jobn Banks,. were ſo weak as to come to tell me, © that the 
* parſon was willing to diſcharge me, if he could be reimburſed. 
6 S and that I would give him a general 
60 ea "of "* 8 K. 
I have been informed by divers of the ſociety, ſince -I was 
moved by habeas corpus from Chelmsford gaol to the king's- 
bench. priſon, that Tindall would, diſcharge me, if I would 
give it under my hand-writing that I would not ſue him for 
falſe impriſonment ; L have as often refuſed to accept of it upon 
ſuch a condition. By his requeſting thereof, I think it doth 
undeniably appear that I have been, and ſtill continue to be, 
_ fallly impriſoned : therefore, if he was but one · half fo honeſt 
as tne have repreſented him humane, good-natured, and 
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lorry for my impriſonment, (even to the ſhedding many tears 
" thereupon) he would long ere now have diſcharged me, /ac- 
knowledged his injuſtice, and offered to make ſome fatisfaftion 
for the injury he hath done to me and mine, before he had 
aſked for a diſcharge. Have I not as great reaſon, and may I 
not as juſtly ſay, as George Fox did upon a like occaſion, 
Let me have, or let him make me ſatisfaction, or do me 
_< juſtice, for my falſe impriſonment all this while,“ and not 
requeſt an unreaſonable thing, inconſiſtent with. the nature of 
my caſe, juſtice or truth, reafon or law. „ 
Some months after my impriſonment, I applied, by writing 
to the monthly meeting I belonged to, and within the limits 
of which I liv'd, for relief, viz. to pay for my chamber-rent 
in the ſaid gaol; which they refuſed to grant. For a further 
confirmation, I ſhall here inſert, as near as I can, word for 
word, what Stephen Levett, ſenior, ſaid to my wife, after I 
| had applied to the monthly meeting: The" meeting will do 
nothing for thy huſband ; but if thou and the children want, 
they will do for you.“ Seeing the caſe ftood thus; I wrote 
to the quarterly meeting, informing them of my cafe, and ap- 
plication to the monthly meeting, with their refuſal to relieve 
me; and defired the advice and affiſtance of the quarterly 
meeting in the affair; but I never heard any thing from 
them, neither could I learn what notice they took of it, or 
- whether they would adviſe or affift me in the caſe or not; and 
although I wrote to the clerk of the erty meeting for that 
. purpoſe, he gave me no anfwer. About fix months after, I 
did appeal to the quarterly meeting againſt the monthly-meet- 
ing, having firſt given the monthly meeting notice of my in- 
tention to appeal. I drew up my appeal to the quarterly 
meeting, and leſt they ſhould not relieve me therein, or re- 
fuſe, I drew up a notice of an appeal to the yearly meeting, 
againſt both quarterly and monthly meeting; which appeal 
and notice, William Walker, of Layer- Britten, in Eſſex, vo- 
luntarily undertook to deliver to the quarterly meeting, pur- 
ſuant to the following inſtructions, which I gave him before 
three perſons who came to ſee me, and were then in my 
room, ſaying, ©* William, here is the appeal, [giving it to 
him) der it to the quarterly meeting; and in caſe they 
<< do not relieve me, or refuſe to do any thing therein, then 
4c deliver to the quarterly meeting this notice of appeal (which 
<< J then held in my hand and deliver'd to him) to the yearly 
meeting.“ He voluntarily promiſed to deliver them as ſafe, 

or faithfully, as if I was there myſelf. The faid appeal 

and notice I am informed he delivered to the quarterly meet- 
| D r. ae OUS: eee en ing, 
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that they would da, nothing relatipg thereto 'Y 
did Wer purſuant by: my notice, I ſhould appe 
to the yearly meeting. 
I drew up my appeal againſt the quarterly and — 
meeting, and ſent to the yearly meeting, which I was in- 
formed was delivered, and that the meeting could do nothing 
therein, by reaſon thé committee of the ſaid meeting fe- 
ported that my appeal did not come regularly; but never in- 
formed me what the irregularity was. I was afterwards in- 
formed the pretended icregularity (for I cannot call it other- 
wiſe.) was, that William Walter had delivered my appeal to 
the quarterly meeting againſt the monthly meeting, and the 
notice of appeal againſt the quarterly and monthly meetings 
6 ande yearly meeting, both together, with a cop of the 
appeal o Londen, (which laſt is falſe) which, they pre- 
* 4, ow anticipated their going upon my. appeal.” Sometime 
after, having an opportunity, I wrote to iam Walker, 
and therein defired him to let me know, whether be deli- 
<<. Yered my, appeal and notice, purſuant to my inſtructions, as 
10 he-promiſed me he would ? Or i in what manner he did de- 
liver them? The meſſenger informed me, that he delivered 
them, both to the quarterly meeting; which not being ſatis- 
tactory, I wrote and ſent by. a ſpecial meſſenger, and he was, 
going to wxite me an an{wer,. but of a. ſudden deſiſted, and 
faid,..*' he would not write 10 me, leſt 1 Hhould take ome 
e hold of his words. Nay, Sir, ſays the meſſenger, 1 
+ don't know any thing about the matter; but I ſuppoſe 
Mr. Littell thinks you did not deliver what he gave you 
& according to his order.” Ws lliam ker replied, © he 
6 may find that out if he can.“ a 
L was, dy, a letter from the meeting for ſufferings, adviſed 
to appeal again next yearly meeting, and to give a freſh notice 
theroo to the quatterly meeting. N. 


* 


5 4 Cup 1. 4 Letter in Anſwer thereto, dated fir fr, rfl Month, 
: 22d, 1747: 8: | 
2 the Meeting 8 Suffering in London, | 
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Y OUR letter of he 18th- inflant I habe received, ſaid to 
| be an anſwer to mine of the ſeventh month laſt ; but I 

rather think it to be to ſomewhat far ſubſequent thereto; for 
that I have not in the ſaid letter, that 1 know of, ſo much as, 
intimated, or implied, that you had not ſhown. your hrotherly 


care, compatſfionate concern or benevolence upto me; but the 
A | The tevetſe 


Abies A 


. in regard t proceedin „1 to | 
—— liberty; and as to the Ackers or — . — 


Thave therein expreſſed againſt the fraud und deceit of F/illiam 


meeting to be impofed on by 


ing themſelves . 1 
Fim) Ta 
forming 
ought 30 do for me, (or any perfons, friends, impriſoned on 
truth's account) in order to remove my uneaſineſs; ſeeing 
they have not continued in the practice of the ſociety, it con- 
firms me in my judgment, that I am not difpleaſed or uneaſy 
without a juft Fw let _ 72 removed and the « 


wilt ceaſe. No doubt you Ap ch __ OR 
monthly and qua E did not relieve me, 
if L applied properly to them. By chat, 1 that nigh 


fix months after the receipt of my letter, wherein is the — 
ner of my application to them, hd in which time you m 
have, if you had thought 
thereof; as if you doubtet truth of my faid account: If. 
the inattention or neglect” of fol. Brſſe' and Stephen Wear, 
eee e. e by me, was the cauſe my ap- 
peal could not be heard, 1 cannot help that ; but if yo 
mean William Walker, whio deceived and uſed me il, in te- 
gard to delivering my appeal to the quarterly os accord 
ing to — and my directions, and afterwards impoſed 
upon the committee falſhoods, and thereby deceived them and 
the yearly meeting, whereby my appeal was not heard; and 
not through any irregular application ot proceeding of wine, 
that I can underſtand; then I think the yearly meeting 
ought to call him to an account therefore, he being a mem- 
ber thereof; and alfo proceed upon my- appeal, without any 
farther application of mine, or freſh notice to the quarterly 


meeting: howgver, they may do as to them ſeems meet. If 


there is any ſuch minute that will obſtruct the hearing com- 
plaints by appeal regularly brought to any meeting; by deceit, 
or report of an appellee, without giving the appellant leave to 
reply to it the ſame meeting, . | juſtice is - leaſt pro- 
ed, it is high time to aboliſh it. You ſeem, by another 
if, to queſtion whether the cauſe of my complaint ſtill ſubſifts 3 
but if it does, and I am deſirous the 
acquainted therewith, you inform me, the method is to give 
notice to the e quarterly WV an intended ap- 
peal to the next yearly meeting, c. I refer you to ſome what 
3 and pat ef y aforefaid letter, as my 


Walker, and the committee of the yearly meeting, (by ſuffer- 


without juſt cauſe. And your in- 
me what the — have not done, and what they” 


oper, inquired into the ch | 


yearly meeting ſhould be 


LY 


udgment. and. 8 and 
2 re 
be removed without application to the - yearly # 
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laſt paragraphs being pretty full af aa. 112 


times read over with mate concern than I ſhall particularly 
expreſs, and only ſay in anſwer thereto, 1 thiak it is 


too hard, upon, and adding to the burden. unjully lad on the 
en 5 * 
Ma FOHN II. 


2 1747-8. | M ori 
Sometime befare the: ſubſequent yearly meeting, Richard 
How: came to me, to perſwade me to appeal again to the 
yearly meeting, and give freſh. notice thereof to the 
meet! A manner I had proceeded 
all along * ared I had proceeded very regularly. Then 
T rok hun, 1 could ſee no reaſon for me to appeal a-freſh, for 


mitted, it 
— 


impoſing upon the laid meetings, — ns 

. Tent coca po wy 
1 my appealing a- freſh, and giving fred 
potice to the quarterly meeting. But: I was told it could t 
be done. The truth is, L have found: ba this days: they would: 5 
not do it. 

The yearly meeting for 1749, drawing near, I coul not 
. eee eee 


19 re gar ming 1 hd Lode, v 
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Think tis not material nom to recite (it bring dan. 
done before) the cauſe and manner of my 


33 to the parſon. But ſhall briefly ſay, that T e 
did not leſs than three times apply to three monthly 
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relief in regard to my lodging here. Such lodgings having 
been uſually paid by monthly or quarterly AE A 2 
of the ſociety impriſoned for or upon any account relating 
to tythes, and once within my memory; for one who waz 
reckoned worth ſome hundreds of pounds, by whom I was 
both neglected and refuſed to be relieved as to my petition. 

I think twas upon che firſt meeting's neglect, I applied to 
the quarterly meeting held at Ceggeſball, and informed them of 
my application to, and the neglect of the ſaid monthly meet- 
ing: but could not get any anſwer thereto, from the ſaid 
meeting or their clerk. About fix months after, I appealed 
againſt the ſaid monthly meeting, having firſt given them 
notice thereof, to the quarterly meeting, held as aforeſaid : 
which appeal was delivered to William Walter, who volun- 
tarily offer'd to deliver it, and in caſe they did not relieve me 
in my appeal, I deſired him to deliver to them a notice of an 
appeal to the yearly meeting in London, againſt them, for not 
relieving me in my complaint againſt the ſaid monthly meet- 
ing. I was inform'd the quarterly meeting received my ap- 
peal, but would not relieve me; and that they received and 
| accepted of the notice of appeal, to the yearly meeting in 
Landon, to which I appeal d againſt the ſaid quarterly and 
monthly meetings. - But as I Was informed, the committee 
for inſpecting of appeals,” & c. for the yearly meeting; declar!d 15 
it did not come tegular, and therefore I could not be re- 
heved. Vet neither the committee, or any other perſor, ever 
made me ſenſidle I had been guilty of any irregularity. in my. 
proceedings: therefore 1 could not, nor cannot conclude, 
_ otherwiſe than that they were regular, of which I have in- 
formed divers: and therefore I expected the laſt yearly meeting 
would have call'd upon the -quarterly meeting, to have an- 
facet bt pff dingy als 
The declaration of Stephen Levett ſenr. made to parſon 
Tindall, viz. between the time of my being decreed excommu- 
nicate, and my being impriſon'd, which was about ſix months, 
was as nigh as I can remember: That, as Jahn Littell did not 
* make matter of conſcience as to paying tythe for the mil], 
© the ſociety would do nothing for him; but if he had, they 
<« were obliged to ſtand by him.” Which declaration I have 
reaſon ſufficient to. believe, was the produQtive cauſe of my 
impriſonment, and of the monthly meeting's not relieving me 
upon my application to them. The quarterly meeting not 
relieving me in my appeal againſt the monthly meeting, and 
the committee of the yearly meeting throwing out my appeal 
againſt both quarterly and monthly meetings, I believe 2 
Dy ; n 
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been the productive cauſe of the ill uſages T have receives. 

here, (being aggravated) of the continuance of my impriſon+ - . - 
ment, of the circumventing: my having. work to do nete, 
fince I have been capable to get bread and neceſlaries for aayſell.. | 
wife, and two children, and thereby, as much as poffible, re- 
duce us to contempt, poverty and want. To which I could 
add much more, by way of demonſtration, and ſhould if I 
had not already done it unto ſeveral, both by word and writ» 
ing. I cou'd not have believed, if I had not found it ſo, that 
any who profeſs the unerring ſpirit of Gon, to be the inlight- 
ner of all men, that ſhould have charged me with that for a 
fault which I never was guilty of, either by word or writing, 
nor that could juſtly be inferr'd from any thing I had ſaid or 


done: or that any monthly or quarterly meeting ſhould con- 
clude me guilty upon report, without enquiring of, and giv- 
ing me an opportunity to ſpeak, or be heard in my own defence. 
Much leſs did I think a committee of a yearly meeting, could 
have thrown out my appeal, as not coming regular, without 
giving me an opportunity to have anſwered the pretended ir- 
regularity : I further ſay, (except a part of the meeting for 
ſufferings, and ſome few particulars) that the general condutt of 
the ſociety towards me, and upon my account, is far from 
deing right or juſt, I have now waited nigh two years, ex- 
| ek, you porn either 2 convinced me of my 1 
Jarity, (as you call it) or elſe have proceeded m . 
But I hitherto find I have waited in vain, IT hn well 
omit ſaying, I believe a Laodicean ſpirit is regnatit amongſt 
you, and 55 the fruits or effects thereof, are abominable to 
Gop and juſt men; and that I cannot have unity with them 


or it. * Hh 

pee got FQUN LITTELL. 

3d Month, 14th, 1749. 2 1 

| B. As heretofore, ſo I take this opportunity of acknow- 

. ledging the care, kindneſs, and beneficence, of the ſeveral 
particulars concern'd towards me and mine, many of whom 

to me are unknown. | | | 


After the monthly meeting had thus refus'd to relieve me 
upon my requeſt, in regard to my chamber rent in Chelmsford 
priſon, and the quarterly meeting neglected or refuſed . 
to relieve me, in my appeal ' to them againſt the monthly 
meeting, and the yearly meeting refus'd to hear my appeal ta 
them, againſt both quarterly and monthly meetings, as before 
recited ; the gaoler inform'd me, that Shen Levert ſenr. told 
him that my friends, or the monthly meeting, would do nothing 
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for me. At another time, before parſon Tindall, who came a 
into the priſon to hear ſome complaints of priſoners, the _ 

8 gaoler faid of me to him, „ that he is a very troubleſome 

1 man; all his friends have forſaken him; and will do no- 

+-<& thing for bim;“ and added further to me, * my neigh- 

© bour Levett told me you are ſo very troubleſome, your - 

<< friends do not know what to do with you; and ſaid, if I 

« do not turn you out of your room, they will not pay 

ec me for your lodgitig,” I replied, I would nor give 

© him the trouble to turn me out; for I would leave it in a 

« few days,” mentioning the time. The gaoler being thus 
informed, I do not now ſay, how otherwiſe, incens'd againft* 

me, and other priſoners began to uſe us with greater feverity ; 

and me in ſuch a particular manner, as I fhalt not now fo _ 
fully declare as 1 intend to do, when T publiſh à more par- 

ticular and circumſtantial account of my caſe and Age. 

Since I removed from Chelmyford gaol to the King's-Bench 

' Priſon, in the year 1751, I requeſted Jahn Sherwin to help 
me to the copy of the proceedings of the ecclefiaffical court 
againſt me; which he accordingly did. In 14521 requeſted of 
him by letter, to help me to the bills of the two lawyers, who 
were. employ'd to procure my diſcharge, as before men- 
tioned, and the papers made uſe of relati „think 
ing I might, upon the peruſal of them, find out ſomething 
that might be of ſervice, in regard to my diſcharge, rogue 
any further attempt ſhould' by me be thought proper to be 
made relating thereto. I was inſorm'd he carried my letter 
into the meeting for ſufferings, who fas I have 'fince been 
wen to underſtand) have the keeping or diſpoſing of, as they 
meet, all ſuch writings, papers, &e. But I have not 
been able to obtain any of them, (except one of the attor- 
ney's bills) although I have endeavoured to do it for about 

nine or ten months paſt. 3 w 

From theſe premiſes I think it is plain I am impriſoned. 
becauſe I could not agree to acknowledge under my hand 
writing, that there was tythe due for my mill, when at the 
fame time, I believed and was very well ſatisfied there was 
none due; for in caſe I could have been ſo wicked, and to 

avoid impriſonment, made ſuch an acknowledgment, the 

rſon, by his proctor, himſelf ' and John Banks, declared I 
Boule not go to gaol, & c. ſo then it is becauſe I Gul 
not ſet my hand to a falſe matter, or a lye, for in reality, it 
would have been neither better nor worſe. * *' * 
Nom, will or can any of you ſay or think I have 
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(47) 
in refuſing to ſet my hand to a lie? or that the parſon has 
done well in impriſoning me ſor refuſing it? | 

Do you think Stephen Levett ſenr. and William Walter's 
conduct have been juſt, or right, or that the monthly and 
quarterly meetings have done well? or even the committee 
of or the yearly meeting, in rejecting my appeal for a pretend- 
ed irregularity, and not giving me the opportunity to make 
it appear I was regular? and to let the appeal, fraud, and ill 
uſage, lye dormant about ſix years; for: no other cauſe that 
T know of, than that I could not appeal again to the yearly 
meeting, and give freſh notice thereof, to the quarterly 
meeting, My reaſon why I could not appeal, &c. again 
was, becauſe I was perſuaded, and alſo Richard Hot ac- 
knowledged, that I had been regular in my proceeding, and 
therefore appealing again would imply I had not been regu- 
lar before, and that it would tend to countenance fuch like 
(if not worſe) practices of monthly, quarterly, and yearly 
meetings, to ſome others hereaſter, to the diſhonour of God 
and their profeſſion. 

Do you thypk the meeting for ſufferings, ſeeing or hanging. 
J ſtand in need of the bills and writings, &c. relating to 
my impriſonment, or diſcharging therefrom, do well to refuſe 
or neglect, ,which they have done, or not to do what may be, 
or 5 in their power to help me to them? 

o you not think Stephen Levett ſent's 3 Kc. 
hath in ſome meaſure animated the parſon, to perſecute and 
proſecute me to impriſonment ? and that his, with the monthly, 
quarterly, and yearly meeting's conduct, hath tended- to the 
continuance of it; and promoted the had uſage I have re- 
ceiv'd, and labour under, from the gaoler of Che/msford, and 
naw labour under from the marſhal or gaoler of the King's. 
Bench priſon, and have for above two years paſt, and not a 
man or a meeting that I know of, hath 5 much as lift up a 
finger to. prevent or relieve me therefrom. 

And you who call others to repentance, and declare the 
way of life and ſalvation, that have viſited meetings in thoſe 


places where my impriſonment hath been, for about ſeven * 


years, and fix months paſt, how few of you have viſited me 
and mine, in true love, I chooſe not here to ſay ; for what 
cauſe you have not, is to you beſt known. Do you who |. 
have not, think you have thereby been a good example, or that a 

you have done to us as you would others ſhould do unto you, 
if you were in our caſe? | 
have had it upon my mind for ſome. years, to draw up 
* publiſh my caſe and ſuffering, i in order to expoſe to'the 
- Poms. 
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Uces, might ſee and "teſtify againſt them, 3 


and honeſt-hearted amongſt you, and 
Beral, from the odium and feandal cauſed. 
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fon, and the ecclefiaftical court, my ſufferings thereby, Ad 
in my impriſonment, that choſe at the helm See, 1 
and all others who abhor..ſuch vile proceedings, and prac-⸗ 


l e Kue rf 


may offer, endeavour to reſtore to us, 


ſubjects, our antient and undoubted right of juſt liberty, 5 


property, in the things of God and this life, "Bit upon cond, 
fideration, finding I could not do it without bringing in ſome, 
or moſt of the matters herein contained, thought it proper to 
firſt draw up a brief ſtate of my caſe, and rievance, as it re- 7 


lates to the ſociety, to lay before you, and for a memento 


to this and ſucceeding generations. You who are ſelly con- 
cern'd for the honour of Gop, &c. can you think you ought | 


not to inquire into the truth thereof? and thereupon genſure 
and reprove thoſe perſons and meetings, that have done 


wrong, and thoſe things that have been done, 
and as much as may be, rectify them, 


e ſociety in . 
L upoo th 


N. B. Since I have begun this narration,” two 1 1 * 
"reckiv'd from the country, informing me tha the par. | 
9" ſhouldell my ſervant, that he was reſolv'd to ſue” him "24 

the of the mill; one intimates, as if jt would be in the ec 

taftical courz and the other $0081 in the ee 
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